Sex Guidance as a Social Discipline

Questions, which will come as frequently from girls
as from boys, must be answered frankly. Experience has
shown that the best method here is to invite the pupils to
tfrite their questions on slips of paper to be handed in at
the end of the session and dealt with during the next. Such
written questions should be unsigned. This eliminates any
form of shyness or embarrassment and invites courageous
thinking and facing of facts. In the experience of those who
bave had practical experience in this phase of sex guidance,
the deliberately impertinent or vulgar question seldom is
asked.

During the school years, certain forms of delinquency
will, of course, occur periodically, and how the teacher deals
with them is of the utmost importance. One of the most
common is the objectionable anecdote or limerick or some
other offensive type of * literature \ In such cases it is a
profound mistake for the teacher to confiscate the offensive
article and push it into his own desk. The boy or girl might
easily at once argue to himself or herself or companions : it
is not the teacher's property ; the teacher condemns it as
indecent yet it is quite likely that he will read it himself;
he might easily show it to his friends and laugh over it to-
gether. The pupil should never be allowed to tht'nfc this of
his teacher, especially since, if the teacher does keep the
article in question, his pupil's suspicions might well be true.
The best way to meet such an occasion is to tell the pupil
quite frankly that such literature is trash, and then offer him
some good reading which he will enjoy much more, at the
same time making it quite clear that objectionable literature
cannot be allowed to circulate throughout the school.

This reminds us that most objectionable stories and tales
which go the rounds of the school and outside it are usually
associated with the physiology of sex or of excretion. This
may be due to the fact that both subjects are taboo in polite
society, and the whispered * smart' story or surreptitious
leaflet are the only outlets available. The story of the very
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